GUIDE TO GARDEN s

RENOVATION NEED ATRADIE

Renovating your garden is a fantastic way to enhance the outdoor space of your home, whether
you're looking to create a tranquil retreat, a vibrant entertainment area, or a practical family
space. For homeowners in the UK and Ireland, where weather conditions and garden sizes can
vary significantly, thoughtful planning and execution are key to a successful garden renovation.
This guide will walk you through the essential steps and considerations for transforming your
garden into a beautiful and functional outdoor haven.

1. PLANNING YOUR GARDEN RENOVATION

ASSESSING YOUR GARDEN'S POTENTIAL

Before starting your garden renovation,
evaluate the existing space to understand
its potential and limitations:

- Size and Shape: Consider the size and
shape of your garden. Smaller gardens in
the UK and Ireland may require
space-saving solutions, while larger
gardens offer more flexibility.

- Soil and Drainage: Test the soil quality and
drainage. Poor drainage can lead to
waterlogging and affect plant health.
Improving soil quality and installing proper

drainage systems can be crucial. DEFINING YOUR GOALS

. Sutr][Iight tahnd Shr?dc-.:(:t(r)]bsderve the sunlight  petermine what you want to achieve with your
patierns througnout the aay. garden renovation:

Understanding which areas are sunny or

S?aﬂed W(;” heldp yofu cthoose suitable - Functional Spaces: Do you need areas for
plants and garaen reatures. dining, entertaining, or play? Define the purpose

SETTING A BUDGET of different garden zones to guide your design.

A clear budget helps you prioritise elements Ae_sthetic Preferences: Dgcide on a style that
and avoid overspending. Garden renovations ~ Suits your taste—whether it's modern,

in the UK and Ireland can range from a few traditional, rustic, or contemporary. Look for
thousand pounds to over £20,000, inspiration in garden magazines, online
depending on the scope of the project. galleries, or local gardens.

Consider costs for materials, plants, labour,
and any additional features like decking or

water features. - Maintenance Requirements: Consider how

much time you can commit to garden
maintenance. Low-maintenance gardens with
hardy plants and simple designs are ideal for
busy homeowners.
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2. DESIGNING YOUR GARDEN
CREATING A LAYOUT
Designing a practical and visually
appealing layout is crucial. Start with a
rough sketch or use garden design
software. Consider incorporating the
following elements:

- Zones: Divide your garden into
functional zones, such as a dining area,
lounge space, or play area. Use paths,
borders, or different materials to
delineate these zones.

- Planting Areas: Plan for beds, borders, INCORPORATING FEATURES

and containers. Choose plants that suit
your garden’s conditions (sunny, shady,

style.

- Hard Landscaping: Incorporate hard
landscaping elements like patios,
pathways, decking, or fences. These
features provide structure and define
spaces within your garden.

CHOOSING PLANTS

Select plants based on your garden'’s
conditions and your design goals:

- Seasonal Interest: Opt for plants that
offer year-round interest. Include a mix of
evergreen plants, flowering plants, and
ornamental grasses.

- Local Climate:

- Low Maintenance: If you prefer a

Add features to enhance your garden’s
dry, or wet) and complement your design functionality and appeal:

- Water Features: A pond, fountain, or

- Lighting: Garden lighting extends the

- Furniture: Choose durable outdoor furniture that

Choose plants
suited to the UK and
Ireland’s climate. Hardy
perennials, shrubs, and
trees are ideal for the temperate
climate.

low-maintenance garden, select hardy
plants that require minimal care, such

native species.

water wall can create a relaxing
atmosphere. Ensure proper
maintenance to prevent issues with
algae and stagnation.

usability of your outdoor space into the
evening. Use a combination of ambient, task,
and accent lighting to highlight key areas.

complements your garden style. Consider options
like weather-resistant materials and comfortable
seating.

3. HIRING PROFESSIONALS
FINDING A LANDSCAPE DESIGNER
A professional landscape designer can help
bring your vision to life and ensure a
well-planned layout. Look for:

SELECTING A CONTRACTOR

For larger garden renovations, hiring a contractor
may be necessary for tasks like hard
landscaping and construction. Consider:

- Experience and References: Check their
experience in garden renovation and ask for
references from previous clients.

- Experience: Choose a designer with a portfolio

of similar projects and positive client reviews.

- Accreditation: In the UK and Ireland, check if

the designer is a member of professional
bodies such as the Society of Garden

Designers (SGD) or the British Association of

Landscape Industries (BALI).

- Communication: Ensure they understand your

- Accreditation and Insurance: Ensure the
contractor is accredited and has appropriate
insurance coverage to protect your property
during the renovation.

- Detailed Quotes: Obtain detailed quotes that
outline labour, materials, and any additional
costs. Compare quotes to ensure you're getting
a fair price.

needs and preferences and can provide clear

plans and timelines.
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4. MANAGING THE RENOVATION PROCESS

FINAL CHECKS AND MAINTENANCE

Once the renovation is complete, conduct a
thorough inspection to ensure everything

TIMELINE AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Garden renovations typically take several
weeks, depending on the scope of the project.
A clear timeline helps manage expectations
and coordinate with contractors and
suppliers. Key stages include:

- Preparation: This involves clearing the
existing garden, preparing the soil, and
making any structural changes.

- Installation: Hard landscaping, planting, and
installation of features are completed during
this phase.

- Finishing Touches: Adding final details such
as garden furniture, lighting, and accessories
completes the renovation.

DEALING WITH DISRUPTIONS

Renovations can be disruptive, particularly if
you have an active garden area. Plan for
temporary disruptions and consider setting up
alternative outdoor spaces during the
renovation.
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meets your expectations:

- Quality of Work: Check that all installations
are done to a high standard and that plants
are healthy and correctly planted.

- Functionality: Test all plumbing fixtures,
including taps, showers, and toilets, to
ensure they function properly.

- Maintenance Plan: Develop a maintenance
plan to keep your garden in top condition.
Regular tasks may include watering, pruning,

and weeding.

CONCLUSION

A garden renovation
is an excellent way
to create a beautiful
and functional
outdoor space that
enhances your home
and lifestyle. By
carefully planning
your renovation,
choosing the right
plants and features,
and working with
experienced
professionals, you
can transform

your garden into a
space that reflects

Find the right tradesperson or project for you at
needatradie.co.uk

your personal style
and meets your
needs. Whether
you'’re aiming for a
tranquil retreat, a
vibrant
entertainment area,
or a practical family
space, this guide will
help ensure your
garden renovation is
a success. With the
right approach, your
newly renovated
garden will be a
source of joy and
relaxation for years
to come.
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