
Renovating your kitchen is one of the most impactful ways to enhance your home’s value, 
functionality, and aesthetic appeal. Whether you’re looking to create a modern, open-plan space 
or a cozy, traditional kitchen, a well-planned renovation can transform your cooking and dining 
experience. However, kitchen renovations in the UK and Ireland require careful consideration and 
planning to ensure the project meets your needs and stays within budget. This guide will take you 
through the essential steps of a successful kitchen renovation, tailored specifically for 
homeowners in the UK and Ireland.

1. PLANNING YOUR KITCHEN RENOVATION

ASSESSING YOUR NEEDS

BeBefore diving into the design phase, it’s 
crucial to assess what you need from your 
new kitchen. Consider the following 
questions:

· How Do You Use Your Kitchen? Are you an 
avid cook, or do you use your kitchen more 
for socialising and casual meals? 
Understanding how you use the space will 
guide your design decisions, from the 
layout to the choice of appliances.

· What’s Your Budget? Setting a clear 
budget from the outset is essential. 
Kitchen renovations can vary widely in 
cost, depending on the scope of the 
project, the quality of materials, and the 
complexity of the design. In the UK and 
Ireland, a mid- range kitchen renovation 
typically costs between £10,000 and 
£25,000 or the Euro equivalent.

· What’s Your Style? Whether you prefer a 
sleek, modern kitchen or a more rustic, 
traditional look, identifying your style will 
help you make cohesive design choices. 
Browse through magazines, online 
resources, and showrooms to gather 
inspiration.

CREATING A LAYOUT

The layout is the backbone of your kitchen 
renovation. A well-planned layout ensures 
that your kitchen is functional, efficient, and 
pleasant to use. Consider the following 
common layouts:

· L-Shaped: Ideal for maximising corner space, 
the L-shaped layout is perfect for open- plan 
kitchens, allowing for a dining area or an island.

· U-Shaped: Offering plenty of counter space, the 
U-shaped layout is great for larger kitchens. It 
creates a natural workflow between the cooking, 
cleaning, and preparation areas.

· Galley:Best for narrow spaces, the galley layout 
features two parallel countertops. It’s a highly 
efficient layout but can feel cramped in smaller 
spaces.

· Island: Adding an island can enhance any layout 
by providing additional counter space, storage, 
and a social hub. However, ensure your kitchen 
is large enough to accommodate an island 
without compromising movement.
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2. HIRING THE RIGHT
PROFESSIONALS
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WORKING WITH A KITCHEN DESIGNER

A professional kitchen designer can help 
you maximise your space and bring your 
vision to life. In the UK and Ireland, many 
kitchen suppliers offer design services, 
often included in the cost of your kitchen. A 
designer will work with you to create a 
layout that meets your needs and fits your 
budget.

CHOOSING MATERIALS AND 
FINISHES

The materials and finishes you choose 
will significantly impact the look, feel, 
and durability of your kitchen. Consider 
the following options:

· Worktops: Popular choices in the UK 
and Ireland include granite, quartz, 
and laminate. Granite and quartz 
offer durability and a premium look, 
while laminate is a budget-friendly 
option available in various styles.

· Cabinets: Solid wood cabinets are a 
classic choice, offering longevity and 
a timeless look. For a more modern 
aesthetic, consider high-gloss or 
matte finishes.

· Flooring: Durable, easy-to-clean 
flooring is essential in a kitchen. 
Tiles, vinyl, and engineered wood are 
popular choices, with tiles offering 
the best resistance to spills and 
moisture.

· Splashbacks: Splashbacks protect 
your walls from splashes and spills 
while adding a decorative element. 
Options include tiles, glass, and 
stainless steel.

SELECTING
APPLIANCES

Modern kitchen
appliances not only make
cooking more convenient
but also enhance the overall
design. When selecting appliances,
consider:

· Energy Efficiency: Look for appliances
 with high energy-efficiency ratings. In the
 UK, A+++ is the highest rating, ensuring
 lower energy consumption and reduced
 bills.

· Integrated vs. Freestanding: Integrated 
appliances blend seamlessly into your

 kitchen design, while freestanding
 appliances can make a statement or add 

flexibility.

· Smart Features: Many modern appliances
 come with smart features, such as Wi-Fi 

connectivity and programmable settings,
 making your kitchen more efficient and 

user-friendly.



page 3 of 4©Need A Tradie

CHOOSING A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR

Hiring a reliable contractor is crucial for 
ensuring your kitchen renovation runs 
smoothly and is completed to a high standard. 
Here’s what to look for:

· Experience: Choose a contractor with 
experience in kitchen renovations. Ask to 
see examples of previous work and check 
for customer reviews.

· Accreditation: Ensure the contractor is 
accredited by a recognised body, such as the 
Federation of Master Builders (FMB) in the 
UK or the National Guild of Master 
Craftsmen in Ireland.

· Insurance: Confirm that the contractor has 
adequate insurance, including public liability 
insurance, to protect your home during the 
renovation.

GETTING QUOTES

Always obtain multiple quotes to compare 
prices and services. Be wary of quotes that 
are significantly lower than others, as this may 
indicate a lack of experience or subpar 
materials. A detailed quote should include:

· Labour Costs: This includes the cost of 
fitting cabinets, worktops, flooring, and 
appliances.

· Materials: Ensure the quote covers all 
materials, including those that may not be 
immediately obvious, such as screws, 
sealants, and plumbing fixtures.

· Contingency: Factor in a contingency budget 
of around 10-20% to cover unexpected 
costs, such as unforeseen plumbing or 
electrical issues.

DEALING WITH DISRUPTIONS

A kitchen renovation can be disruptive, 
especially if you remain in your home during 
the process. Consider setting up a temporary 
kitchen in another room with essential 
appliances like a microwave, kettle, and 
toaster. If possible, plan your renovation 
during a time when you can stay with family or 
friends.

3. MANAGING THE RENOVATION PROCESS

TIMELINE

A typical kitchen renovation in the UK and 
Ireland takes 3-6 weeks, depending on the
complexity of the project. Having a clear 
timeline with key milestones helps keep the 
project on track. Key stages include:

· Preparation: This involves clearing out 
the old kitchen, making any structural 
changes, and preparing the plumbing and 
electrical systems.

· Installation: Cabinets, worktops, flooring, 
and appliances are installed during this 
phase.

· Finishing Touches: This includes painting, 
adding splashbacks, and installing 
lighting.



CONCLUSION

A kitchen 
renovation is a 
rewarding 
project that can 
significantly 
enhance your 
home’s value, 
functionality, and 
aesthetic 
appeal. By 
carefully 
planning your 
renovation, 
choosing
the right 
materials and 
professionals, 
and managing 

the process 
effectively, you 
can create a
kitchen that 
meets your 
needs and 
reflects your 
style. Whether 
you’re updating 
an outdated 
space or 
creating your 
dream kitchen, 
following this 
guide will help 
ensure your 
renovation is a 
success.

Find the right tradesperson or project for you at
n e e d a t r a d i e . c o . u k
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ONGOING MAINTENANCE

To keep your kitchen looking its best and 
functioning efficiently, regular maintenance is 
essential:

· Cleaning: Regularly clean worktops, 
cabinets, and appliances to prevent buildup 
of dirt and grease. Use appropriate cleaners 
for each material to avoid damage.

· Maintenance Checks: Periodically check 
seals around sinks and worktops, as well as 
the functionality of appliances, to catch any 
issues early.

4. FINAL CHECKS AND MAINTENANCE

POST-RENOVATION INSPECTION

Once the renovation is complete, conduct a 
thorough inspection with your contractor to
ensure everything has been completed to 
your satisfaction. Check for:

· Workmanship Quality: Look for any gaps, 
uneven surfaces, or unfinished edges.

· Appliance Functionality: Test all 
appliances to ensure they are working 
correctly.

· Plumbing and Electrical: Check that all 
plumbing and electrical work meets 
safety standards and functions as 
expected.


