
Renovating your bathroom is one of the most effective ways to enhance your home’s comfort, 
value, and aesthetic appeal. Whether you’re updating an outdated bathroom, creating a spa-like 
retreat, or adding an en-suite, a well-planned bathroom renovation can transform your space. For 
homeowners in the UK and Ireland, understanding the nuances of bathroom renovations—such 
as plumbing regulations, climate considerations, and material choices—is essential for a 
successful project. This guide will walk you through the key steps and considerations for 
renovating your bathroom in the UK and Ireland.

1. PLANNING YOUR BATHROOM RENOVATION

ASSESSING YOUR NEEDS

Before starting your bathroom renovation, 
it’s crucial to assess your specific needs:

· Who Will Use the Bathroom? Consider 
whether the bathroom is for a family, a 
guest room, or an en-suite. This will 
influence the design, layout, and fixtures 
you choose.

· What’s Your Budget? Set a clear budget 
early on. Bathroom renovations in the UK 
and Ireland can range from £3,000 to 
£15,000 or more, depending on the scope 
and quality of materials. A well-defined 
budget helps you prioritise what’s most 
important.

· Design Style: Do you prefer a modern, 
minimalist bathroom, or are you drawn to 
traditional, classic designs? Identifying 
your preferred style will guide your choices 
in fixtures, tiles, and fittings.

LAYOUT CONSIDERATIONS

The layout of your bathroom plays a critical 
role in its functionality. Consider the 
following:

· Existing Plumbing: Changing the location 
of plumbing fixtures (like toilets and sinks) 
can significantly increase costs. If your 
current layout works well, consider keeping 
the plumbing in the same position to save 
money.

· Space Optimisation: Small bathrooms are 
common in the UK and Ireland. To maximise 
space, consider features like wall-mounted sinks, 
compact toilets, and sliding shower doors. Use 
vertical space for storage with wall-mounted 
cabinets or shelves.

·  Accessibility: If you’re planning a long-term 
renovation, think about accessibility features 
such as walk-in showers, grab bars, and non-slip 
flooring. These additions can make your 
bathroom safer and more functional as you age.
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CHOOSING MATERIALS AND FIXTURES

Selecting the right materials and fixtures is 
crucial for both aesthetics and durability:

·  Tiles: Tiles are a popular choice for 
bathrooms due to their water resistance 
and durability. Ceramic and porcelain tiles 
are common in the UK and Ireland. For a 
luxurious feel, consider natural stone tiles 
like marble or slate, but be aware they 
require more maintenance.

·  Baths and Showers: Decide whether you 
want a bath, a shower, or both. 
Freestanding baths can create a focal 
point in larger bathrooms, while walk-in 
showers are practical and stylish for 
smaller spaces. Consider adding a 
thermostatic shower valve for consistent 
water temperature.

·  Toilets and Sinks: Wall-hung toilets and 
sinks save space and make cleaning 
easier. For a more traditional look, 
pedestal sinks and close-coupled toilets 
are a good choice.

·  Storage: Bathrooms in the UK and 
Ireland often lack storage space. 
Incorporate built-in shelves, mirrored 
cabinets, or vanity units to keep the area 
clutter-free.

HEATING AND
VENTILATION

Given the damp
climate in the UK
and Ireland, effective
heating and ventilation
are crucial:

· Underfloor Heating:
 Underfloor heating is a popular
 choice for bathroom renovations.
 It provides even heat distribution
 and frees up wall space for other
 fixtures.

· Radiators and Heated Towel Rails:
 Traditional radiators are still a
 common choice, but heated towel
 rails are increasingly popular as they
 combine heating with practical
 towel storage.

·  Ventilation: Proper ventilation
 prevents dampness and mould,
 which are common problems in the
 UK and Ireland. Install a good-quality
 extractor fan to remove moisture
 and keep your bathroom fresh.
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CHOOSING MATERIALS AND FIXTURES
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OBTAINING QUOTES

Always obtain multiple quotes before 
committing to a contractor. A detailed quote 
should include:

· Labour Costs: This covers the cost of 
installing fixtures, tiling, plumbing, and 
electrical work.

· Materials: Ensure all materials are included 
in the quote, from tiles and fixtures to grout 
and sealant.

· Timeline: Ask for a timeline with key 
milestones. Bathroom renovations typically 
take 2-4 weeks, depending on the scope of 
the project.

CHOOSING A BATHROOM DESIGNER

A professional designer can help you create a layout 
that maximises space and functionality. Many 
bathroom suppliers in the UK and Ireland offer 
design services, which are often included in the cost 
of your bathroom. A designer will work with you to 
create a 3D model of your new bathroom, helping 
you visualise the finished space.

SELECTING A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR

Hiring the right contractor is essential for a 
successful bathroom renovation. Here’s 
what to consider:

·  Experience: Choose a contractor with 
experience in bathroom renovations. Ask 
for references and check online reviews 
to ensure they have a good track record.

·  Accreditation: In the UK, ensure your 
contractor is accredited by the 
Federation of Master Builders (FMB) or a 
similar body. In Ireland, look for 
membership in the National Guild of 
Master Craftsmen.

·  Insurance: Make sure your contractor 
has adequate insurance, including public 
liability insurance, to protect your home 
during the renovation.



CONCLUSION

A bathroom 
renovation can 
significantly 
enhance your home’s 
value and your daily 
comfort. By carefully 
planning your 
renovation, selecting 
high-quality 
materials and 
fixtures, and hiring 
experienced 
professionals, you 
can create a 
bathroom that meets 
your needs and

reflects your style. 
Whether you’re 
updating a small 
family bathroom or 
creating a luxurious
en-suite, following 
this guide will help 
ensure your 
renovation is a 
success. With proper
planning and 
execution, your new 
bathroom will be a 
space of relaxation, 
functionality, and
beauty for years to 
come.
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design services, which are often included in the cost 
of your bathroom. A designer will work with you to 
create a 3D model of your new bathroom, helping 
you visualise the finished space.

SELECTING A QUALIFIED CONTRACTOR

Hiring the right contractor is essential for a 
successful bathroom renovation. Here’s 
what to consider:

·  Experience: Choose a contractor with 
experience in bathroom renovations. Ask 
for references and check online reviews 
to ensure they have a good track record.

·  Accreditation: In the UK, ensure your 
contractor is accredited by the 
Federation of Master Builders (FMB) or a 
similar body. In Ireland, look for 
membership in the National Guild of 
Master Craftsmen.

·  Insurance: Make sure your contractor 
has adequate insurance, including public 
liability insurance, to protect your home 
during the renovation.

Find the right tradesperson or project for you at
n e e d a t r a d i e . c o . u k
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3. MANAGING THE RENOVATION PROCESS

TIMELINE AND DISRUPTIONS

Understanding the renovation timeline helps 
you manage expectations and plan around
disruptions. Key stages include:

· Preparation: This involves removing old 
fixtures, tiling, and making any structural 
changes.

· Installation: The new plumbing, electrical, 
and fixtures are installed during this phase.

· Finishing Touches: Tiling, painting, and final 
installations, such as mirrors and 
accessories, are completed.

During the renovation, consider setting up a 
temporary bathroom if possible, or plan to 
stay with family or friends to avoid the 
inconvenience.

QUALITY CONTROL AND FINAL CHECKS

Once the renovation is complete, conduct a 
thorough inspection:

· Workmanship: Check for any uneven tiles, 
gaps in sealant, or poor finishing.

· Functionality: Test all plumbing fixtures, 
including taps, showers, and toilets, to 
ensure they function properly.

· Ventilation: Ensure the extractor fan is 
working effectively and that there is no 
lingering moisture in the bathroom.

ONGOING MAINTENANCE

To keep your new bathroom looking its best, 
regular maintenance is essential:

·  Cleaning: Use appropriate cleaners for each 
surface. Avoid abrasive cleaners on tiles and 
natural stone to prevent damage.

·  Grout and Sealant: Regularly inspect grout 
and sealant for signs of wear and reapply as 
needed to prevent leaks.

·  Ventilation: Keep your extractor fan clean 
and running efficiently to prevent mould and 
mildew buildup.


