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Building a home extension is a popular way to add extra space and value to your property.
Whether you're expanding your kitchen, adding a bedroom, or creating a new living area, a
well-planned extension can significantly enhance your home’'s functionality and appeal.
However, the process can be complex and requires careful planning, budgeting, and compliance
with local regulations. This guide will walk you through the essential steps to successfully build
a home extension, tailored specifically for homeowners in the UK and Ireland.

1. ASSESS YOUR NEEDS AND SET A BUDGET

Before embarking on a home extension project, it's crucial to assess your needs and set a
realistic budget. Consider what you want to achieve with the extension—whether it's more living
space, additional bedrooms, or an open-plan kitchen. Clearly defining your goals will help you
design a space that meets your requirements.

BUDGETING

Is equally important. Home extensions in the UK and
Ireland can vary significantly in cost depending on
factors such as size, design, materials, and location.
On average, a single-storey extension might cost
between £1,500 and £2,500 per square metre in the
UK, with similar prices in Ireland. Double-storey
extensions will cost more but offer better value per
square metre.
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When budgeting, don't forget to include costs for
planning permissions, architect fees, structural engineer
assessments, and interior finishes. It's also wise to set
aside a contingency fund for unexpected expenses,
typically around 10-15% of the total budget.

2. UNDERSTAND PLANNING PERMISSIONS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS

Understanding planning permissions and building regulations is crucial when building a home
extension in the UK and Ireland. These regulations ensure that your extension is safe, complies
with local zoning laws, and does not negatively impact your neighbours.

PLANNING PERMISSION:

In Ireland, you can extend your home by up to
40 square metres without planning

In the UK, some extensions fall under
Permitted Development Rights, meaning you
may not need full planning permission.
However, this depends on the size, height, and
location of the extension. For example, in
England, you can extend a detached house by
up to 8 metres (or 6 metres for semi-detached
and terraced houses) without planning
permission, provided it doesn't exceed certain
height limits and is within specific parameters.
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permission, but this extension must be to the
rear of the house and not reduce the open
space at the back of the property to less
than 25 square metres. Always check with
your local planning authority before starting
work to ensure your project complies with
local regulations. If full planning permission
is required, the process typically takes 8-10
weeks in the UK and up to 12 weeks in
Ireland.
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BUILDING REGULATIONS:

Even if your extension doesn’t require
planning permission, it must still comply
with building regulations. These
regulations cover structural integrity, fire
safety, insulation, ventilation, and

other safety measures. In the UK,

your local council’s Building Control
department or an approved inspector must
sign off on the work. In Ireland, compliance
must be certified by a registered architect,
engineer, or surveyor.

3. HIRE THE RIGHT PROFESSIONALS

Building a home extension is a complex process that requires the
expertise of various professionals. Here’s who you may need to hire:

ARCHITECT OR ARCHITECTURAL BUILDER OR CONTRACTOR:
DESIGNER:

Hiring a reliable builder is crucial for
An architect will help you design your the success of your extension. Choose
extension, ensuring it meets your needs, a builder with experience in similar

adheres to planning regulations, and projects, and ensure they are registered
complements the existing structure of your  with a trade body, such as the Federation

home. In the UK, look for RIBA (Royal of Master Builders (FMB) in the UK or the
Institute of British Architects) accredited Construction Industry Federation (CIF) in Ireland.
professionals, and in Ireland, seek those Obtain multiple quotes, check references, and

registered with the Royal Institute of the ensure they have the necessary insurance.

Architects of Ireland (RIAI).
PROJECT MANAGER:

If your extension is particularly large or complex,

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:

If your extension involves significant you might want to hire a project manager to
structural changes, such as removing oversee the work. They can coordinate between
load-bearing walls or adding a second contractors, manage the schedule, and ensure that
storey, you'll need a structural engineer. the project stays within budget.

They will ensure that the new structure is
safe and complies with building
regulations.

4. DESIGN AND PLAN YOUR EXTENSION

Once you have your team in place, the next step is to
design your extension. This involves working closely
with your architect or designer to create detailed
plans. Consider how the extension will integrate
with the existing structure of your home, including
the flow of spaces, natural light, and access to
outdoor areas.
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MAXIMISE SPACE AND LIGHT: energy efficiency in mind. Consider
high-quality insulation, energy-efficient
Extensions should not only add space but also glazing, and, if possible, renewable energy
enhance the overall living experience. sources like solar panels.

Incorporating features like large windows,

skylights, or bi-fold doors can flood the new FUTURE-PROOFING:

space with natural light, making it feel larger

and more welcoming. Think about how your needs might change in
the future. Designing flexible spaces that can
adapt to changing family circumstances or
technology will add long-term value to your
With rising energy costs in the UK and Ireland, home.

it's important to design your extension with

5. OBTAIN NECESSARY APPROVALS AND BEGIN CONSTRUCTION

With your design finalised and budget in place, the next step is to obtain any necessary approvals.
Submit your plans to the local planning authority if required and notify your neighbours about the
upcoming work, especially if you share a boundary wall.

Once approvals are in hand, your builder can begin construction. Regular site visits and
communication with your project manager or builder are essential to ensure the project
isprogressing as planned and to address any issues that arise promptly.

6. COMPLETE THE PROJECT AND FINAL INSPECTION

As construction nears completion, focus on the finishing touches that will make your extension
feel like part of your home. This includes painting, flooring, and any custom features or built-in
furniture.

After the work is completed, a final inspection

will be carried out to ensure the extension CONCLUSION

complies with building regulations. In the UK, Building a home - _

this is done by the local Building Control extension in the UK gigggnacyéeggﬁlfﬁfn
department, while in Ireland, your assigned and Ireland is a and functional
certifier will complete this task. significant space that

investment, but with
careful planning, a
clear budget, and

enhances your
home’s value and

the right team of Irgrelgftse)rlr?wulr\eeds.
professionals, it can \yhather you're

be a rewarding
experience. By
following this
guide-assessing
your needs,
understanding
regulations, hiring
qualified
professionals, and
focusing on design
and energy

looking to add more
space for a growing
family or simply
want to improve
your living
environment, a
well-executed home
extension is one of
the best ways to
achieve your goals.

°Need A Tradie

Find the right tradesperson or project for you at
needatradie.co.uk
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